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"Fall is to root development what spring is to foliage development," says landscape designer Blake Dunlevy with D&A 
Dunlevy Landscapers Inc. in Poolesville.

For those homeowners who want an immediate burst of color, Mr. Dunlevy recommends hearty annuals that can survive 
the frigid temperatures -- such as pansies, as well as cabbage and kale. Outdoor displays of pumpkins and cornstalks can 
provide additional character for a home.

Mr. Dunlevy says fall is a fantastic time to plant trees and shrubs, as well as bulbs (such as tulips and daffodils) so the yard 
will explode with different shades when spring arrives.

It is also a good time to reinvigorate the lawn or plant a new one; Mr. Dunlevy says installing sod is affordable and can 
provide a "wow" factor for a home before potential buyers even walk through the front door.

"Not everyone notices the ornamental plants, but everyone notices a green, beautiful lawn," he says.
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